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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurRomais the story of the ancient city of Rome, from its mythic beginnings as a
campsite along a trade route to its emergence as the centre of the most extensive, powerful empirein the
ancient world.Beginning with the prehistory days when Romawas away station among seven hills for
traders and merchants and the founding of the city itself by Romulus and Remus, critically acclaimed
historical novelist Steven Saylor tells the epic saga of acity and its people, its rise to prominence among the
city-states of the area, and, ultimately, dominance over the entire ancient Western world.From the tragedy of
Coriolanus, to the Punic Wars and the invasion by Hannibal, the triumph and murder of Julius Caesar, and
the rise and decline of the Roman Republic and the beginnings of Imperial Rome, Saylor's breathtaking
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novel brings to vivid life the most famous city of the ancient world.Romais Saylor's finest achievement, an
epic in the truest sense of the word.From Publishers WeeklyAuthor of the critically acclaimed Roma Sub
Rosa series of historical mysteries, Saylor (The Judgment of Caesar) breaks out on an epic scale in this
sprawling novel tracing Rome's extraordinary development over five centuries, as seen through the eyes of
succeeding generations of one of its founding families. Skipping over severa generations at atime, Saylor
puts the Potitii family descendants at the side of Romulus and Remus at the official founding of the city; of
Scipio Africanus during the Punic Wars; of the legendary reformers Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus during the
turbulent second-century B.C.; and of Julius and Augustus Caesar as the Republic ebbs into Empire. Solidly
anchored in fact and vividly imagined, this long book moves at a sprightly clip and features some vibrant
personages. One of the most memorableis Pinaria, aVestal Virgin who loses her innocence to aenigmatic
slave, and secondaries such as the deformed giant Cacus who terrorizes the early Roman settlement. Linked
by blood and by a gold amulet (in the shape of awinged phallus) that is passed from generation to
generation, the Potitii family gets to see some fascinating things. (Mar.) Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Revue de presse"* 'Saylor's scholarship is
breathtaking and his writing enthrals' Ruth Rendell * '"How wonderful to have a scholar write about ancient
Rome; how comforting to feel instant confidence in the historical accuracy of the novel' The Sunday Times
* 'Saylor's gifts include authentic historical backgrounds and clever plotting.' Times Literary Supplement *
‘entertainment of the first order.' --Washington Post



