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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurFirst published in 1973, revised in 1983, and updated in 2007 with new demographic
information about the Arab world, The Arab Mind takes readers on ajourney through the societies and
peoples of acomplex and volatile region. This sensitive study explores the historical origins of Arab
nationalism, the distinctive rhetorical style of Arabic speakers and its effect on politics, traditional attitudes
toward child-reading practices, the status of women, the beauty of Arabic literature, and much more.Since
Sept 11, 2001, the book's lessons have been misconstrued by some but have proven indispensable to those
trying to truly understand the roots of the major political conflicts of our time. In 2010 the book is more
relevant than ever. Patai's sympathetic but critical depiction of Arab culture explores the continuing role of
the Bedouin values of honor and courage in modern Arab culture, inter-Arab conflict and the aspiration
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toward unity, and how anti-Western attitudes conflated with anti-modernization have led to stagnation in
much of the Arab world.Patai, a prominent anthropol ogist and historian, drew both on his research and his
personal experience to produce this indispensable work in the field of Middle Eastern studies. With an
updated forward by Norvell B. DeAtkine, former director of Middle East studies at the JFK Special Warfare
School, The Arab Mind remains arelevant and crucial masterpiece of scholarship for anyone seeking to
understand this multifaceted culture today. s: "I took this book to Baghdad for my military assignment and
left it there with friends who continue to use it to help inform their experiences. The book helped me
understand what | was seeing with my own eyes and helped me avoid mis-steps that probably would have
been misinterpreted. The book rang true with my experiences and helped me understand the Iragi people,
who | found to be generally good and noble. "I have lived in the Middle East, on and off, for four years, and
no book explained the Arab mind as well as Raphael Patai's. Written over 30 years ago, it still rings truein
so many aspects, and definitely helps explain the cultural clashes that still occur and slow down the process
of coexisting. Raphael Patai's love of Arabiaand al things Arabic is very obvious throughout his work.
Even so, Patai managed to be objective and to portray the good and the bad in Arab culture. Too many
authors take one road or the other, allowing personal feelings and thoughts to encroach on the necessary
objectivity. Patai, like a true sociologist, presents how a culture was formed, in language easily
understandable to the Western mind. . . . "The Arab Mind should nonethel ess be mandatory reading for all
government workersin the Middle East, asit istruly an indispensible guide through a culture that has been
around longer than our own". 1672When you read this book, youll become interested in sociology as an
interesting branch of human sciences. Patai is a genius. His book is by far the best in this respect. For Arab
readers. Read the book and in no time you'll find yourselves putting names to the abundant exampl es Patai
cites. The book deals with several interesting traits that most Arabs share in their inherent characters. These
include the Arab unawareness of time, their tendency to speak more than they can actually deliver, their
fixation with sex and their keenness to preserve Bedouin values which include preserving a group's honor by
preserving the chastity of its female members. Even though the book is academic, the style is entertaining as
it alternates between theories and real life examplesto illustrate them. The book, a classic, is certainly worth
aread. Try it!"-- by an Arab readerPrsentation de |'diteurFirst published in 1973, revised in 1983, and
updated in 2007 with new demographic information about the Arab world, The Arab Mind takes readers on
ajourney through the societies and peoples of a complex and volatile region. This sensitive study explores
the historical origins of Arab nationalism, the distinctive rhetorical style of Arabic speakers and its effect on
politics, traditional attitudes toward child-reading practices, the status of women, the beauty of Arabic
literature, and much more.Since Sept 11, 2001, the book's lessons have been misconstrued by some but have
proven indispensable to those trying to truly understand the roots of the major political conflicts of our time.
In 2010 the book is more relevant than ever. Patai's sympathetic but critical depiction of Arab culture
explores the continuing role of the Bedouin values of honor and courage in modern Arab culture, inter-Arab
conflict and the aspiration toward unity, and how anti-Western attitudes conflated with anti-modernization
have led to stagnation in much of the Arab world.Patai, a prominent anthropologist and historian, drew both
on his research and his personal experience to produce this indispensable work in the field of Middle Eastern
studies. With an updated forward by Norvell B. DeAtkine, former director of Middle East studies at the JFK
Special Warfare School, The Arab Mind remains arelevant and crucial masterpiece of scholarship for
anyone seeking to understand this multifaceted culture today. s. "1 took this book to Baghdad for my military
assignment and left it there with friends who continue to use it to help inform their experiences. The book
helped me understand what | was seeing with my own eyes and helped me avoid mis-steps that probably
would have been misinterpreted. The book rang true with my experiences and helped me understand the
Iragi people, who | found to be generally good and noble. "I have lived in the Middle East, on and off, for
four years, and no book explained the Arab mind as well as Raphael Patai's. Written over 30 years ago, it
still rings true in so many aspects, and definitely helps explain the cultural clashes that still occur and slow
down the process of coexisting. Raphael Patai's love of Arabiaand all things Arabic is very obvious
throughout his work. Even so, Patai managed to be objective and to portray the good and the bad in Arab
culture. Too many authors take one road or the other, alowing personal feelings and thoughts to encroach on
the necessary objectivity. Patal, like atrue sociologist, presents how a culture was formed, in language easily
understandable to the Western mind. . . . "The Arab Mind should nonethel ess be mandatory reading for all
government workersin the Middle East, asit istruly an indispensible guide through a culture that has been
around longer than our own". 1672When you read this book, youll become interested in sociology as an



interesting branch of human sciences. Patai is a genius. His book is by far the best in this respect. For Arab
readers. Read the book and in no time you'll find yourselves putting names to the abundant exampl es Patai
cites. The book deals with severa interesting traits that most Arabs share in their inherent characters. These
include the Arab unawareness of time, their tendency to speak more than they can actually deliver, their
fixation with sex and their keenness to preserve Bedouin values which include preserving a group's honor by
preserving the chastity of its female members. Even though the book is academic, the style is entertaining as
it alternates between theories and real life examplesto illustrate them. The book, a classic, is certainly worth
aread. Try it!"-- by an Arab readerBiographie de |'auteurRaphael Patai was the author of over 600 articles
and more than twenty books, including The Jewish Mind, The Seed of Abraham, Jadid al-1slam: The Jewish
New Muslims, Of Meshhed, and Arab Folktales from Palestine and Israel. A native of Hungary, he began
studying Arabic at the age of nineteen. Before coming to the United States, he lived for fifteen yearsin
Palestine. Director of the Syria-Lebanon-Joran Research Project of the Human Relations Area Files of New
Haven, Connecticut, he taught at Princeton, Columbia, and the University of Pennsylvania. A prolific
cultural anthropologist, historian, and biblical scholar, Dr. Patai died in 1996.Norvell B. Tex De Atkine,
Colondl, U.S. Army (Retired) served eight yearsin Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt (in addition to combat
service in Vietnam). A West Pointer, he holds a graduate degree in Arab studies from the American
University of Beirut. After teaching for 18 years at the JFK Special Warfare School at Ft. Bragg, North
Carolina, he is now an independent Middle East consultant.



