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Description : Description du produitFrom the acclaimed author of Fine Prey, Polymorph, and Evolution's
Darling (Philip K. Dick Award special citation and aNew Y ork Times Notable Book) comes a sweeping
epic, The Risen Empire, Scott Westerfeld's dazzling hardcover debut. The undead Emperor ruled his mighty
interstellar empire of eighty human worlds for sixteen hundred years. Because he can grant aform of eternal
life, creating an elite known as the Risen, his power has been absolute. He and his sister, the Child Empress,
who is eternally alittle girl, are worshipped as living gods. No one could touch them. Not until the Rix,
machine-augmented humans who worship very different gods: Al compound minds of planetary extent. The
Rix are cool, relentless fanatics, and their only goal isto propagate such Als throughout the galaxy. They
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seek to end, by any means necessary, the Emperor's prolonged tyranny of one, and supplant it with an eternal
cybernetic dynasty of their own. They begin by taking the Child Empress hostage. Captain Laurent Zai of
the Imperial Frigate Lynx istasked with her rescue.Separated by light years, bound by an unlikely love, Zai
and pacifist Senator Nara Oxham must each, in their own way, face the challenge of the Rix, as they hold the
fate of the empirein their hands. The Risen Empireisthefirst great space opera of the 21st century.

Prsentation de |'diteurThe undead Emperor has ruled the Eighty Worlds for sixteen hundred years. Hisisthe
power to grant immortality to those he deems worthy, creating an elite class known as the Risen. Along with
his sister, the eternally young Child Empress, his power within the empire has been absolute. Until now.The
empire's great enemies, the Rix, hold the Child Empress hostage. Charged with her rescue is Captain Laurent
Zai. But when Imperial politics are involved the stakes are unimaginably high, and Zai may yet find the Rix
the least of his problems. On the homeworld, Zai's lover, Senator Nara Oxham, newly appointed to the
Emperor's War Council, must prosecute the war with the Rix while holding the inhuman impul ses of the
Risen councillorsin check. If she fails at either task, millions will die. And at the centre of everything isthe
Emperor's great lie: arevelation so shattering that he is willing to sanction the death of entire worlds to keep
it secret ...From Publishers WeeklyWesterfeld's (Evolution's Darling) exceptionally smart and empathetic
novel, the first of two in a series, confirms the buzz that space operais one of the most exciting branches of
current SF. In an interstellar empire of 80 human worlds, ruled by an emperor who lets selected humans
cheat death, tensions between most humans and the resurrected elite, aka the Risen, are increasing. The Rix,
acult of cyborgs who worship compound Al minds, hunger to liberate the empire's worlds from mere human
control. When a Rix raiding party captures the emperor's sister, Capt. Laurent Zai of the Imperial Navy must
save her. Viewpoint rapidly shifts from character to character and from a vast perspective to an extremely
small one-that of the intelligence scouts Zai sends ahead of the rescue mission, nano-machines smaller than
insects. Keeping the reader constantly off-balance, Westerfeld skillfully integrates extreme technol ogies with
human characters.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.BooklistThe emperor, surrounded by his
elite of those chosen to become undead, has ruled for 1,600 years, and the empire has become decadent, with
the gap between the living and the Risen growing apace. Then the Rix--computer-augmented humans who
revere planetary Al--kidnap the child empress on her own planet, Legis XV. Not only does this threaten the
emperor's great secret, it is the furthest incursion into imperial space that the Rix have yet made. Captain
Laurent Zal is charged to effect the empress rescue--a dangerous, amost impossible task. Meanwhile, the
woman he loves, a senator of the Secularist Party of the living and against the Risen, is enmeshed in the
political consequences of the Rix invasion and the preparation for war. It doesn't take long for the Legis XV
computers to become a compound mind alathe Rix and fight for survival, too. Westerfeld manages the
action impeccably, and he leaves threads of plot hanging for a grand space-opera finale in a promised sequel.
Regina SchroederCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved



